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the middle of the channel. In the case of now streets,
quarter-sessions might require the paving to be done
by the " owners and inhabitants of all and every the
houses new built or hereafter to be built, or adjoining
to any new streets or ways, . . . according to their
several and respective interests therein." In the two
Westminster parishes the cost of cleansing the streets
and removing house refuse is to be " rated, taxed and
assessed, raised, and paid* by the parishioners of those
respective parishes, according to the custom and
usage " of the city of Westminster. In the parishes
outside the cities of London and Westminster it is to
be raised by a " pound rate to be imposed or set upon
the inhabitants" by a meeting summoned by the
constables, churchwardens, overseers, and surveyors,
who are to call together " such other ancient inhabi-
tants of their respective parishes as, according to the
custom of the said parishes or places, are usually
present at the election of parish officers."

It is easy to see that, as soon as, by a natural tran-
sition, the expenses of paving came to be borne by
public authorities levying rates, instead of by the
adjoining owners of property, each dealing with the
patch in front of his own property, the old idea that
the construction and maintenance of paving was an
obligation of the owner and not the occupier would
be in danger. The maintenance of the surface of a
street is not always practically distinguishable from
keeping it clean, and lighting and watching it is work
of much the same character; -while to distinguish
between the cost of creating an Improved surface and
the maintenance of an old one is a matter of some
nicety, and requires a conception of capital and current